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FOUNDERS' DAY 
ASSEMBLY 
JANUARY 27, 2006 
ROSE K. GINSBURG AMPHITHEATER 
11:00 A.M. 
OUR FOUNDERS 
The annual observance of 
Founders' Day honors the founders of 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine: 
Oscar John Snyder, DO, and 
Mason Wiley Pressly, DO. 
Dr. Snyder, who "put the cause of 
osteopathic medicine above personal considerations," 
was the College's first president. 
He remained with PCOM for 42 years as an adviser 
and member of the board of trustees. 
Dr. Snyder was instrumental in obtaining the 
Commonwealth's legal recognition of the 
College and the osteopathic profession through 
establishing the high standards of 
osteopathic medical education. 
Dr. Pressly, a Presbyterian minister 
and well-known orator, was PCOM's first teacher. 
He remained on the faculty until 1904, 
teaching physiology, the philosophy and 
principles of osteopathy, hygiene and dietetics. 
He was PCOM's first secretary and 
treasurer, and the de facto dean until 1902. 
Dr. Pressly founded The Philadelphia journal of Osteopathy 
to promote osteopathic medicine in 
Philadelphia and wrote the American Osteopathic 
Association's first constitution. 
PROGRAM 
Welcome 
Matthew Schure, PhD 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Invocation 
John D. Angeloni, DO '75 
Alumni Association President 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
Sallee Eckler (DO '08) 
Student Government Association President 
PCOM A Cappella 
Greetings from Class Representatives 
Introduction of the Mason W. Pressly 
Memorial Medal Recipient 
Ms. Eckler 
Address by the Mason W. Pressly Memorial Medal Recipient 
Gregory Skochko (DO '06) 
Introduction of the O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal Recipient 
Dr. Schure 
Address by the O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal Recipient 
Robert W England, DO '56 
Benediction 
Robert G. Cuzzolino, EdD 
Vice President for Graduate Programs and Academic Planning 
O.J. SNYDER MEMORIAL MEDAL RECIPIENT 
ROBERT W ENGLAND, 
DO '56 
"It was my hope that studying medicine and the Bible 
would enable me to help mankind in the best way 
possible," says Robert W England, DO '56. "Osteopathic medicine, with 
its emphasis on the connection between body, mind and spirit, has been 
the perfect complement to my work as a pastor. And my training as a 
pastor added another dimension to my ability to help patients and 
students over the years," he says, noting that the father of osteopathic 
medicine, Andrew Taylor Still, was both a physician and a minister. 
Dr. England was introduced to osteopathic medicine and PCOM by his 
family physician, Theodore Cohen, DO '33, who also influenced Dr. 
England's sister, Katherine M. England, DO '54. 
In 1952, after his graduation from Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
and ordination as a minister, Dr. England began his studies at PCOM. At 
the same time, he began serving as the pastor of a small Baptist church in 
West Collingswood Heights, New Jersey. Later, he moved to a church in 
Warminster, Pennsylvania, where he served as pastor for 3 5 years while 
practicing medicine and serving at PCOM. 
While Dr. England admits that being a pastor and a medical student 
simultaneously was a challenge, he excelled at both. At PCOM, his mentor, 
Angus Cathie, DO '31, was so impressed with Dr. England's skills in osteo-
pathic manipulative medicine and teaching that he invited him to become a 
student teacher. Later, Dr. Cathie asked him to join the faculty in Anatomy 
and Osteopathic Principles and Practice (OPP-the predecessor to OMM). 
Thus began a teaching career at PCOM that spanned 27 years. 
Dr. England served as chairman and professor of the departments of OPP 
and General Family Practice as well as professor of anatomy. He also served 
as program director of the College's first general family practice residency 
program. In 1972, he was appointed dean of the College, a post he held 
for 11 years. 
~r 
:l 
As dean, he worked tirelessly to build the College's continuing medical edu-
cation program and to increase the size and strength of the PCOM 
faculty. During his tenure, he oversaw the opening of the PCOM Sullivan 
County Healthcare Center in LaPorte, Pennsylvania, and he brought PCOM 
into the computer age by purchasing the College's very first computer. As a 
result of his pioneering efforts, the College's administration acknowledged 
the increasing value of information technology in medical education. 
Dr. England was well respected for his contributions to medical education 
both within and outside PCOM. In 1975, he became the first osteopathic 
physician to be elected to the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, and he 
served on its membership and continuing medical education committees. 
He also served as chairman of the Council of Deans for the American 
Association of Colleges of Osteopathic Medicine. 
He takes pride in the professional achievements of many former students, 
including John Ferretti, DO '73, and Silvia Ferretti, DO '77, who now 
serve as president and provost, respectively, of Lake Erie College of 
Osteopathic Medicine. "I had the pleasure of teaching many students who 
became leaders in the osteopathic profession," he relates. 
Always a staunch osteopathic practitioner, Dr. England treated more than 
95 percent of his patients with OMM and participated in numerous stud-
ies that demonstrated its value. His treatment of cardiac patients led to 
published research in somatic dysfunction related to myocardial infarction. 
Dr. England also participated in studies about the relationship between 
immunology and the use of the lymphatic pump as well as OMM and the 
autonomic nervous system. 
Throughout his career, Dr. England emphasized the human side of medi-
cine, teaching his students to heed the body-mind-spirit connection and to 
treat their patients with respect and compassion. "You must love medicine 
because you love people, especially in today's health care environment," he 
says. 
Dr. England expresses gratitude for all the opportunities he's had to help 
people through the years. "The Lord has been good to me," he emphasizes. 
"He put me in the right place at the right time so that I could serve in a 
mean~ng~~l way. I hope that my life and my work have reflected my love 
for H1m. 
ROBERT W. ENGL~f\ND, DO '56 
Selected Curriculum Vitae 
• Dean of Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine from 
1972-1984. 
• Chairman and professor of the departments of Osteopathic Principles 
and Practice and General Family Practice as well as professor of anatomy, 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine (27 years). Program 
director of the College's first general family practice residency program. 
• First osteopathic physician to be elected to the College of Physicians 
of Philadelphia ( 197 5). Fellow of the American College of 
Osteopathic Family Physicians, the American Academy of Osteopathy, 
and the American School Health Association. 
• Life member of the Pennsylvania Osteopathic Medical Association, 
the American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians, the American 
Academy of Osteopathy, and the Pennsylvania Osteopathic Family 
Physicians Society. 
• Committee service on behalf of the American Osteopathic 
Association, the American Association of Colleges of Osteopathic 
Medicine, and other osteopathic and health organizations. Chairman 
of the Council of Deans for the American Association of Colleges of 
Osteopathic Medicine. 
• Published research in somatic dysfunction related to myocardial 
infarction (MI) in the journal of the American Osteopathic Association, 
the British journal of Medicine, and various textbooks. 
MASON W PRESSLY MEMORIAL MEDAL RECIPIENT 
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Gregory Skochko (DO '06) describes himself as an 
ordinary guy with an extraordinary commitment to his 
ideals-health care equality and access to care for all 
patients. Throughout his four years at PCOM, he has 
worked diligently to keep those ideals alive within 
himself and his fellow medical students. 
"I consider physician advocacy for patients, especially those who are under-
served and underrepresented, to supersede all other personal interests that 
can change our commitment to our ideals over time," says Mr. Skochko. 
On the PCOM campus, Mr. Skochko's advocacy efforts began when he 
joined the PCOM Chapter of the American Medical Student Association 
(AMSA), an organization whose mission he describes as "capturing student 
idealism and translating it into activism through involvement in policy 
making, decision making and advocacy that affects the delivery of health 
care." He organized the chapter's first annual Cultural Competency Training 
session. "This was the start of my interest in becoming a socially responsible 
physician," recalls Mr. Skochko, who later served as chapter president. 
Subsequently, he co-founded the PCOM Student Initiative for Cultural 
Competency (SICC), working to facilitate the incorporation of cultural 
competency education into the College's curriculum. Through SICC, 
students are also encouraged to volunteer in the community. "It's vital to 
get out into the community where your patients live to more fully under-
stand their culture and daily life," says Mr. Skochko, who has volunteered 
at the West Philadelphia High School Health Fair, Ronald McDonald 
House and Philadelphia Food Bank. 
A PCOM Student Government Association representative for the past 
three years, Mr. Skochko has also held regional and national leadership 
positions in AMSA. In 2004-2005, he served as a regional trustee. 
As AMSA's national treasurer for 2005-2006, he coordinated student-
directed missions and priorities worldwide. 
A strong proponent of osteopathic manipulative medicine, Mr. Skochko 
has encouraged students to be involved in OMM research while serving as 
student liaison for the Sigma Xi Research Society. 
Now he looks forward to his residency in family medicine at the David 
Grant Medical Center located at Travis Air Force Base in northern 
California, a designated Center of Excellence for family medicine, where 
he will provide services for members of the military and their families. 
MASON W PRESSLY MEMORIAL MEDAL 
The Mason W Pressly Memorial Medal is presented by PCOM to the student who is 
recognized by students, faculty and the administration as "Student DO of the Year," an 
award that is part of an annual tradition at each osteopathic medical school nationwide. 
The recipient is honored for outstanding achievement and service to the College, the 
community and the osteopathic profession and is selected by representatives of the overall 
College community. 
1999 Dana Hamilton, DO '99 2003 Joshua M. Baron, DO '03 
2000 Alison Leff, DO '00 2004 Stacey Franz, DO '04 
2001 Constance Gasda, DO '01 2005 Nicholas Bower, DO '05 
2002 Edward}. Armbruster, DO '02 2006 Gregory A. Skochko (DO '06) 
0. ]. SNYDER MEMORIAL MEDAL 
The 0.] Snyder Memorial Medal, presented in memory of the co-founder of 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, is the College's highest award to recognize 
leadership and service to the osteopathic profession and to the College. 
1953 DavidS. B. Pennock, MD, DO* 
1954 Margaret H. Jones, DO* 
1955 Chester D. Swope, DO* 
1956 Russell C. McCaughan, DO* 
1958 Phil R. Russell, DO* 
1959 Ira W Drew, DO '11 * 
1960 C. Paul Snyder, DO '1 O* 
1961 James M. Eaton, DO '28* 
1962 ]. Ernest Leuzinger, DO '24* 
1963 H. Walter Evans, DO '17* 
1964 Paul T. Lloyd, DO '23* 
1966 Angus G. Cathie, DO '31 * 
1967 Carlton Street, DO '24* 
1968 Edwin H. Cressman, DO '26* 
1969 Edgar 0. Holden, DO '22* 
1970 Frederic H. Barth, LLD (Hon.)* 
1971 Joseph F. Py, DO '26* 
1972 George W Northup, DO '39* 
1973 William F. Daiber, DO '28* 
197 4 Herman Kohn, DO '27* 
1975 William S. Spaeth, DO '25* 
1976 Mortimer]. Sullivan, DO '21 * 
1977 A. Aline Swift, DO '34* 
1978 Foster C. True, DO '22* 
1979 Frank E. Gruber, DO '26* 
1980 Leo C. Wagner, DO '26* 
1981 R. MacFarlane Tilley, DO '23* 
1982 M. Carman Pettapiece, DO '32* 
1983 George H. Guest, DO '36* 
1984 Thomas M. Rowland, Jr., 
LLD (Hon.), DSc (Hon.)* 
1985 Galen S. Young, Sr., DO '35 
1986 David Heilig, DO '44* 
1987 W Kenneth Riland, DO '36* 
1988 RichardS. Koch, DO '38 
1989 Ruth E. Purdy, DO '50 
1990 Morton E. Terry, DO '45* 
1991 Arnold Gerber, DO '40* 
1992 Emanuel Fliegelman, DO '42* 
1993 Robert L. Meals, DO '56* 
1994 Fairman L. Denlinger, DO '53* 
1995 Lester Eisenberg, DO '38* 
1996 Albert F. D'Alonzo, DO '56* 
1997 Frieda 0. Vickers, DO '39* 
1998 Robert M. Fogel, DO '58 
1999 Nicholas C. Pedano, DO '61 
2000 Leonard H. Finkelstein, DO '59 
2001 Ronald R. Blanck, DO '67 
2002 Joseph M. Pellettiere, Jr., DO '48* 
2003 Leonard W Johnson, DO '64 
2004 Herbert Lorman, LLD (Hon.) 
2005 Carol A. Fox, MM 
2006 Robert W England, DO '56 
Deceased* 
